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Cole’s Corner 

 

 Who are we?  “The local church provides the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs.  It is a 

community of true believers under the Lordship of Christ It is the redemptive fellowship in which the Word of God is 

preached by persons divinely called and the sacraments are duly administered according to Christ’s own appointment.  

Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit, the church exists for the maintenance of worship, the edification of believers, and 

the redemption of the world.”  Para. 201, The Book of Discipline, 21008 

 What is our function?  “The church of Jesus Christ exists in and for the world.  It is primarily at the level of the 

charge consisting of one or more local churches that the church encounters the world.  The local church is a strategic 

base from which Christians move out to the structures of society.  The function of the local church, under the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit, is to help people to accept and confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and to live their daily lives in 

light of their relationship with God.  Therefore, the local church is to minister to persons in the community where the 

church is located, to provide appropriate training and nurture to all, to cooperate in ministry with other local churches, 

to defend God’s creation and live as an ecologically responsible community, and to participate in the worldwide mission 

of the church, as minimal expectations of an authentic church.”  Para. 202, The Book of discipline, 2008 

 How are we doing?  I am asking you to prayerfully assess our ministry to our members, neighbors, community 

and world.  Are there ministries leading the way?  Are there “gaps” that we need to address?  As individuals are we 

fulfilling our vow to support the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness? 

 May we be ever vigilant in keeping our covenant with God through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

Yours. . .His, 
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Pastor Mary’s Posting- 

The 
month of 

January 
seems to 

have passed 
me by and 

my planner 
is ready to 

switch to 
February.  

When the page turns I notice two notations 
celebrating love.  The first is February 14, 

named for the legendary St. Valentine who 
lost his life at the hands of the Roman 

Emperor Claudius.  Claudius challenged St. 
Valentine to accept Roman paganism with 

Valentine attempting to convert Claudius to 

Christianity. Valentine would not relinquish 

his Christian belief, thus dying a martyr for 
his faith.  Today Valentine’s Day is known to 

school children and adults alike as a 
celebration of romantic love.  It is an entire 
day set aside to indulge in chocolate, enjoy 

the scent of beautiful roses, go out to dinner 
or send a note to that someone special.    

The second celebration of love on the 
February calendar is not celebrated in such 
lavish and secular ways.  It is a celebration 

of a love known for grace and forgiveness.  
Ash Wednesday falls on February 22 this 

year and is a more somber, symbolic 
observance.  We receive the symbol of the 

cross through the Imposition of Ashes and 
begin our Lenten journey, reflecting on the 

last few weeks of Jesus’ life on earth.  It is a 
time dedicated to remembering Jesus’ 

unconditional love for us; a love so great He 
took our sins upon himself and died for us.  

  Have you begun planning your journey 

for the upcoming Lenten season?  Watch the 
bulletin for worship, study and fellowship 

opportunities.  The Upper Room devotional 
material is also available at the church.  I 

have yet to ‘MapQuest’ my specific route; 

however I hope we will journey together.  

Meet you at the cross. 

 

Grace, peace and love, 

Pastor Mary 

 

Internship Opportunity- 

Risk-taking Mission and Justice Ministries of the 

Nebraska UMC Conference is sponsoring the 
Micah Corps, a 10-week young adult summer 

internship program.  This experience helps 

college age students deepen their walk with God, 
learn about connecting their faith with social 

justice, and practice leadership skills throughout 
the conference.  The application deadline is 

March 2, 2012.  For more information go to 

www.umcneb.org/micahcorps. 
 

 

 

Notes From Nurse Cathrine: 
The Health and Wellness Committee will be hosting 
the LifeLine Screening Company in our fellowship hall 
the Friday after Easter from 8-5 April 20th, 2012.  
When you make your appointment in the months to 
come, be sure to tell them you are a member of the 
Aurora United Methodist Church.  For every member 
who participates in this screening event, Life Line 
Screening will give $10 per member to the church.   

I would like to share an article titled, “Six Steps to 
Organize your Mind & Life”, taken from the Harvard 
Mental Health Letter, January 2012. 

 

1.  Tame the Frenzy.  It’s hard to be thoughtful of 
efficient when irritated, frustrated or distraught.   

2.  Sustain Attention.  Make a plan on what you will 
do for today.  This will help with distractions so your 
mind will organize tasks. 

3.  Apply the Brakes.  Exercise inhibitory control to 
keep from getting off task (make a list, shut the T.V. 
off, keep a calendar). 

4.  Mold Information.  Don’t make rash decisions.  
Take time to consider new information, reflect and 
prioritize.  A night’s sleep can make a difference in 
how information and opportunities are perceived. 

5.  Shift Sets.  Physical exercise maintains range of 
motion.  Brain organization helps productivity as well 
as making room for creative insights.   

6.  Connect the Dots.  By creating a more organized 
mind, all these points connect to help us see the big 
picture. 

 

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord my Rock 
and Redeemer.” 
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Make-n-Take Meals 

   

Complete the registration and return, with your 

payment, to the Aurora church office by Friday, 

Feb. 17.  Meal assembly will take place on 
Thursday, Feb. 23. Please indicate the 

entrée/entrees and portion size you would like to 
prepare as well as the time that works best for 

you.  You are invited to assist with arranging the 

assembly stations or assisting with clean-up.   

 

Name _______________________________ 

Phone __________________ 

 

___5:30   ___6:00   ___6:30   ___7:00 

___ I would like to help with prep work.  Time 
available ______ 

___ I would like to help with clean-up. 
 

Chicken Cordon Bleu 

You’ll want seconds of these tasty chicken 

breasts topped with ham and Swiss cheese, 
covered with a smooth flavorful sauce. 

____ Full portion (serves 4-6) $10 

____ Half portion (serves 2-3) $7 

Chicken Lasagna 

Cheesy casserole that’s layered with chunks of 

tender chicken and lasagna.  Perfect if you love 
Italian cuisine. 

____ Full portion (serves 4-6) $10 

____ Half portion (serves 2-3) $7 

World’s Best BBQ Pork 

That’s what the recipe is really called, and my 

friends rave over this. 

_____ Full portion (serves 6-8) $9 

_____ Half portion (serves 2-3) $6 

Beef and Bean Burritos 

Tasty burritos to eat at the table or take in your 
lunch box. 

_____ Full portion (serves 6) $10 

_____ Half portion (serves 2-3) $7 

Crumb-coated Cod Fillets 

Moist and flaky cod fillets with a hint of flavor 

from Hidden Valley. 

____ Full portion (serves 4) $10 

____ Half portion (serves 2) $7 

Cheddar Cheese Biscuits 

Tasty herb and cheese biscuits go great with any 

meal. 

____ $5 

 

 
 

  

 

LOVE IS IN THE AIR   
Family Life Presents a “Weekend to Remember” for 
married couples.  This weekend will be hosted by 
Lee & Cindy Benson and will be offered in Lincoln 
(Cornhusker Marriott)  and Omaha(Hilton)  during 
the month of March.  The group will be in Omaha 
March 9-11 and Lincoln, March 23-25.  For   more 
information including schedules, prices and 
itinerary please contact Lee & Cindy at 402-631-
8822 or email leeandcindybenson@hotmail.com.   

 

This weekend is for couples of all ages.  Come 
prepared to meet friends you will cherish for life.  
Come with an open heart and plans to discover: 

 

-God’s purpose for bring you together 

-Your distinct roles as husband and wife 

-How to resolve conflict and fight fair 

-Secrets to putting sizzle in your sex life. 

 

Regardless of where your marriage is, this is a 
valuable investment.  Years from now, you’ll look 
back on this weekend as a wonderful time spent 
with your true love and, hopefully, a turning point 
in the flourishing relationship you are enjoying!  
Join our group to save $159/couple!   

 

 

Valentine’s 

Day is 

Tuesday, 

February 14, 

2012.  Show 

someone how 

much you 

love them!
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FINANCE MOMENT - - - 
  
Thank You, Thank You! Yes thanks to 

the congregation we were able to 
pay all requested Mission Shares for 
2011 by the middle of December. 

First time in many years we have 
been able to do that.  And better yet, 
thanks to the continuous giving 

through-out the year, we met all 
budgeted and necessary expenses.  
So, for 2012, the finance committee 

has once again committed to 
the 10% tithe each month for the 
Mission Shares. We have a 

conference accepted budget of $ 
411,000 for this year.  The 
committee pledges to you to be good 

stewards with the Church finances.  
We are available for questions or 
suggestions at any time. 

  
With God’s blessings, we serve. 
Jay Nylander, Chairman 

 

United Methodist Women --  all women are 

invited to the unit meeting on February 1 at 

2:00 pm.  The program will be “Antique 

Valentines” presented by the Plainsman 

Museum director, Megan Sharp.    We 

welcome new members to be a part of any of 

the four active circles.  There are two that 

meet during the day and two meet in the 

evening.  Please contact Connie Graves or 

Roberta Cool if you are interested or have 

questions. 
 

February Sunday School Bible Verses 

 

Feb. 5     Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.  Matthew 11:28 

 

Feb. 12   Cast all your anxiety on him because he are for 
you.  1 Peter 5:7 

 

Feb. 19   If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins.  1 John 1:9 

 

Feb. 26  He saved us, not because of righteous things 
we had done, but because of his mercy.  Titus 3:5 

 

PROM BOUTIQUE 2012 
Big Brothers Big Sisters serving Hall, Hamilton, 
Howard & Merrick counties is collecting 
new/gently used formal attire, accessories, and 
dress shoes for the 5th Annual Glamorous 
Generosity Prom Boutique. Formal attire will be 
sold at Conestoga Mall in Grand Island for three 
weekends; February 18, 19, 25, 26 and March 3 
and 4.  All gowns are priced at $20 or less, all 
accessories are priced at $5 or less.  To make a 
donation please drop off your items at the Aurora 
Chamber, Conestoga Mall Office, Maurice’s, or 
BBBS located at 424 W. 3rd Street in US Bank 
basement.  All donations must be collected by 
February 10th, 2012.  This program touches the 
lives of many local teens and we appreciate all 
donations!  Thank you for your congregations 
continued support! 

 

 

 

 
Marriage Encounter- 

Would you like to learn 

better communication 
skills to improve your 

marriage?  Attend a 
Marriage Encounter 

Weekend.  2012 weekend dates are: Feb. 24-26 

in South Sioux City; April 27-29 at Camp Comeca 
near Cozad; August 17-19 at Camp Norwesca 

near Chadron and September 21-23 in Lincoln.  
For more information or to register, please 

contact Russell and Lanita Evans, 

russellevans@internet-usa.net or call 308-520-
1491.  Deadline for South Sioux city is Feb. 10.  

More information also available at 

www.encounter.org 
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FEBRUARY 2012 
Wednesday, February 1 

 9:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. TLC 

 10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Yarn Spinners 

 NO Rejoice 

 2:00 p.m. UMW Antique Valentines 

 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m.  MS&HS UMYF  

 7:30 p.m. Prayer Group 

Thursday, February 2 

 9:00 a.m.  TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 5:30p.m. Praise Band Practice 

Friday, February 3 

Saturday, February 4 

Sunday, February 5 

 8:45 a.m.  Worship 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:00 a.m. Youth Breakfast 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 Food Pantry Collection 

Monday, February 6 

 Goodwill Truck Leaves  

 7:00 p.m. Christian Education 

Tuesday, February 7 

 9:00 a.m.  TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 10:00 a.m. W.I.C 

 6:30p.m.  Girl Scouts 

 7:30 p.m. Rachel Circle 

Wednesday, February 8 

 9:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. TLC 

 10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Yarn Spinners 

 10:00 a.m. W.I.C 

 5:30 p.m. Rejoice 

 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m.  MS&HS UMYF  

 7:30 p.m. Prayer Group 

Thursday, February 9 

 9:00 a.m. TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 5:30 p.m. Praise Band Practice 

Friday, February 10 

Saturday, February 11 

Sunday, February 12 

 8:45 a.m.  Worship 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:00 Fellowship Coffee Hour 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

 4:30-6:30p.m. UMM BBQ 

Monday, February 13 

 7:00 p.m. Trustees Committee 

Tuesday, February 14 

 9:00 a.m. TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 2:00 p.m. Dorcas Circle 

Wednesday, February 15 

 9:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. TLC 

 10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Yarn Spinners 

 5:30 p.m. Rejoice 

 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:00 p.m. NAMI 

 7:30 p.m.  MS&HS UMYF  

 7:30 p.m. Prayer Group 

Thursday, February 16  

 9:00 a.m. TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 5:30 p.m. Praise Band Practice 

 7:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee 

Friday,  February 17 

 Make N Take Registrations Due 

Saturday, February 18 

Sunday, February 19 

 8:45 a.m.  Worship 

 Blood Pressure Checks 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:00 Fellowship Coffee Hour 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

Monday, February 20 

 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

 7:00 p.m.  United Methodist Men 



 

Tuesday, February 21 

 9:00 a.m. TLC 

  

  

 9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse 

 7:00 p.m. Finance Committee 

 7:00 p.m. Christian Women’s Club 

Wednesday, February 22 

 9:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. TLC 

 10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Yarn Spinners 

 5:30 p.m. Rejoice 

 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m.  MS&HS UMYF  

 7:30 p.m. Prayer Group 

Thursday, February 23 

 9:00 a.m. TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 5:30 p.m. Praise Band Practice 

 5:30 p.m. Make N Take Meal Assembly 

Friday, February 24 

 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 

Saturday, February 25 

Sunday, February 26 

 Food Pantry Reminder 

 8:45 a.m.  Worship 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:00 Fellowship Coffee Hour 

 11:00 a.m. Worship 

Monday, February 27 

 7:00 p.m. SPRC

Tuesday, February 28 

 9:00 a.m. TLC 

 9:00 a.m.  Parish Nurse 

 7:00 p.m. Administrative Council 

Wednesday, February 29 

 9:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. TLC 

 10:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Yarn Spinners 

 5:30 p.m. Rejoice 

 6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m.  MS&HS UMYF  

 7:30 p.m. Prayer Group 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fellowship Coffee  

 

Coffee Hour for the month of February will be hosted by 
the Outreach Committee.  Please join us fo r a cup of 
coffee and a cookie between services!  Members  of the 
Outreach  Committee include Genene Willis , Tom Kell, Deb 
Vanderheiden , Janis Davis and Paul Lackore.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN NEWS 

 

ISAIAH 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you, do not be dismayed I am your God, I will strengthen you; I 
will help you; I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 

 

ά²9[/ha9έ  

 We really had a good turn- out for our last meeting.  We are planning  a 
fundraising meal, free will donation on Sunday February 12.  The 
Fundraiser Dinner will be held from 4:30p.m.-6:30 p.m.  Please come, we 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ WƻŜ CƻǊŘΩǎ άCŀƳƻǳǎ wŜŎƛǇŜέ tƻǊƪ {ŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
menu of side items.  Proceeds of this fundraiser will go towards the Church 
ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ   

 

For our program, Rob Schepers gave a talk about his experiences in 
Afghanistan.  It was very good.  I think we all came away with a better feeling of why our military 
are serving and risking their lives for us.  We concluded the meeting with committee members, 
John Ferguson and Dwight Willcock treating us to a delicious dessert! 

 

God Bless- 

Bob Dudley, President UMM 
 

 

SWAP MEET TO ELIMINATE HIV AIDS BY 2020*:   

Who :  for AIDS Ambassadors and friends in the faith :  swap info about UM Global AIDS fund and being an 
AIDS Ambassador.  You might be active in missions, family ministries, health, education, outreach, 
justice, medicine, caring or serving - discover ways to respond to HIV AIDS.  When :  Join us Feb 18 in Grand 
Island!  Saturday at 2 : 00 - 3:30 pm at Trinity UMC, 511 N Elm, Grand Island, NE, Room A Upstairs, West 
Entrance.  Child care available if requested, lots of parking, drive through to drop off! We will swap info on 
faith responses to persons battling HIV AIDS in Ne and around the globe.   More info : www.umcneb.org/AIDS

http://www.umcneb.org/AIDS
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